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Dear Student, please read this! A Short Introduction
About
The Second Book of Moses is called Exodus, from the Greek word Exodos, which means “a going out”: because it
contains the history of all the children of Israel going out of Egypt. It contains transactions for one hundred and fortyfive years; that is, form the death of Joseph to the erecting of the tabernacle. Moses is the primary mediator between
God and his People, both to rescue them from slavery and lead them in the law of God.
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SECTION 1: The Israelites are persecuted and finally leave Egypt
Exodus Chapter 1
The Israelites are multiplied in Egypt. They are oppressed by a new king, who commandeth all their
male children to be killed.
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These are the names of the children of Israel, that went into
Egypt with Jacob: they went in every man with his household:
Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Juda,
Issachar, Zabulon, and Benjamin,
Dan, and Nephthali, Gad and Aser.
And all the souls that came out of Jacob's thigh, were seventy:
but Joseph was in Egypt.
After he was dead, and all his brethren, and all that generation,
The children of Israel increased, and sprung up into multitudes,
and growing exceedingly strong they filled the land.
In the mean time there arose a new king over Egypt, that knew
not Joseph:
And he said to his people: Behold the people of the children of
Israel are numerous and stronger than we.
Come let us wisely oppress them, lest they multiply: and if any
war shall rise against us, join with our enemies, and having
overcome us, depart out of the land.
Therefore he set over them masters of the works, to afflict them
with burdens: and they built for Pharao cities of tabernacles,
Phithom, and Ramesses.
But the more they oppressed them, the more they were
multiplied and increased.

Of tabernacles... Or, of
storehouses.

Much like the earl y Christians of
the first centuries, the Hebrews
grew and were strengthened
despite bei ng sorel y oppressed!

And the Egyptians hated the children of Israel, and afflicted them
and mocked them:
And they made their life bitter with hard works in clay and brick,
and with all manner of service, wherewith they were overcharged
in the works of the earth.
And the king of Egypt spoke to the midwives of the Hebrews: of
whom one was called Sephora, the other Phua,
Commanding them: When you shall do the office of midwives to
the Hebrew women, and the time of delivery is come: if it be a
man child, kill it: if a woman, keep it alive.
But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt
had commanded, but saved the men children.
And the king called for them and said: What is it that you meant
to do, that you would save the men chil dren?
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They answered: The Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian
women: for they themselves are skilful in the office of a midwife;
and they are delivered before we come to them.
Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people
multiplied and grew exceedingly strong.
And because the midwives feared God, he built them houses.

Because the m idwives feared
God, etc... The m idwi ves were
rewarded, not for their lie, which
was a venial sin; but for thei r fear
of God, and thei r hum anity: but
this reward was onl y tem poral, in
buildi ng them houses, that is, in
establishing and enriching t heir
fam ilies.

Pharao therefore charged all his people, saying: Whatsoever shall
be born of the male sex, ye shall cast into the river: whatsoever
of the female, ye shall save alive.

Exodus Chapter 2
Moses is born and exposed on the bank of the river; where he is taken up by the daughter of Pharao,
and adopted for her son. He killeth an Egyptian, and fleeth into Madian; where he marrieth a wife.
2:1

2:2

2:3

After this there went a man of the house of Levi; and took a wife
of his own kindred.
And she conceived, and bore a son: and seeing him a goodly child,
hid him three months.
And when she could hide him no longer, she took a basket made
of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and pitch: and put the
little babe therein, and laid him in the sedges 1 by the river's
brink,

https://upload.wik imedia.org/w ik ipedia /commons /4/47/Alexey_Ty ranov._M oses%27_mother.jpg
Vassilievich Ty ranov / Public domain

2:4

Note, that Moses is a Levite.
Later in E xodus we will see the
upri ghtness of this tribe.

Alexey

His sister standing afar off, and taking notice what would be

1

Sedge: a grasslike plant with triangular stems and inconspicuous flowers, growing typically in wet ground.
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done.
And behold the daughter of Pharao came down to wash herself in
the river: and her maids walked by the river's brink. And when
she saw the basket in the sedges she sent one of her maids for it:
and when it was brought,
She opened it, and seeing within it an infant crying, having
compassion on it, she said: This is one of the bab es of the
Hebrews.
And the child's sister said to her: Shall I go, and call to thee a
Hebrew woman, to nurse the babe?
She answered: Go. The maid went and called her mother.
And Pharao's daughter said to her: Take this child, and nurse hi m
for me: I will give thee thy wages. The woman took and nursed
the child: and when he was grown up, she delivered him to
Pharao's daughter.
And she adopted him for a son, and called him Moses, saying:
Because I took him out of the water.
In those days, after Moses was grown up, he went out to his
brethren: and saw their affliction, and an Egyptian striking one of
the Hebrews, his brethren.
And when he had looked about this way and that way, and saw no
one there, he slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

And going out the next day, he saw two Hebrews quarrelling: and
he said to him that did the wrong: Why strikest thou thy
neighbour?
But he answered: Who hath appointed thee prince and judge over
us? wilt thou kill me, as thou didst yesterday kill the Egyptian?
Moses feared, and said: How is this come to be known?
And Pharao heard of this word, and sought to kill Moses: but he
fled from his sight, and abode in the land of Madian, and he sat
down by a well. Madian... A city and country of Arabia, which
took its name from Madian the son of Abraham, by Cetura, and
was peopled by his posterity.
And the priest of Madian had seven daughters, who came to draw
water: and when the troughs were filled, desired to water their
father's flocks.
And the shepherds came and drove them away: and Moses arose,
and defending the maids, watered their sheep.
2:18: And when they returned to Raguel their father, he said to
them: Why are ye come sooner than usual?

Moses... O r Moyses, in the
Egyptian tongue, signifies one
taken or saved out of the water.

He slew the Egyptian... This he
did by a particul ar inspi ration of
God; as a prel ude to his
deliveri ng the peopl e from their
oppression and bon dage. He
thought, says St. Stephen, that
his brethren understood that God
by his hand would save them .
(“And he thought that his brethren
understood that Go d by his hand
would save them ; but they
understood it not ” see Acts 7:25
and following) . But such
particular and extraordinary
exam ples are not to be im itated.

Raguel... He had t wo nam es,
being also called Jethro, as
appears from the first verse of

All rights reserved © 2015-2020 Angelic Doctor Academy, Inc.

11:6

11:7

11:8

11:9

11:10

of beasts.
And there shall be a great cry in all the land of Egypt, such as
neither hath been before, nor shall be hereafter.
But with all the children of Israel there shall not a dog make the
least noise, from man even to beast; that you may know how
wonderful a difference the Lord maketh between the Egyptians
and Israel.
And all these thy servants shall come down to me, and shall
worship me, saying: Go forth thou, and all the people that is
under thee: after that we will go out.
And he went out from Pharao exceeding angry. But the Lord said
to Moses: Pharao will not hear you, that many signs may be done
in the land of Egypt.
And Moses and Aaron did all the wonders that are written, before
Pharao. And the Lord hardened Pharao's heart, n either did he let
the children of Israel go out of his land.

Exodus Chapter 12
The manner of preparing, and eating the paschal lamb: the firstborn of Egypt are all slain: the
Israelites depart.
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And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egy pt:
This month shall be to you the beginning of months; it shall be
the first in the months of the year.
Speak ye to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, and say
to them: On the tenth day of this month let every man take a
lamb by their families and houses.
But if the number be less than may suffice to eat the lamb, he
shall take unto him his neighbour that joinet h to his house,
according to the number of souls which may be enough to eat the
lamb.
And it shall be a lamb without blemish, a male, of one year;
according to which rite also you shall take a kid.

God institutes the Passover as a
recurring holy day im m ediately, in
preparation for this first “pass over” in Egypt.

They m ay pull from either the
lam bs or the goats, a one year
old m ale without blem ish, for the
rite or Passover.

And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and
the whole multitude of the children of Israel shall sacrifice it in
the evening.
And they shall take of the blood thereof, and put it upon both the
side posts, and on the upper door posts of the houses, wherein
they shall eat it.

And they shall eat the flesh that night roasted at the fire, and
unleavened bread with wild lettuce.
You shall not eat thereof any thing raw, nor boiled in water, but
only roasted at the fire; you shall eat the head with the feet and
All rights reserved © 2015-2020 Angelic Doctor Academy, Inc.

The blood of the
lamb was applied
to the doorposts
of the Hebrews in
such a way to
prefigure the Sign
of the Cross, and
the Blood of the
Eternal Lamb!
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entrails thereof.
Neither shall there remain any thing of it until morning. If there
be any thing left, you shall burn it with fire.
And thus you shall eat it: you shall gird your reins, and you shall
have shoes on your feet, holding staves in your hands, and you
shall eat in haste; for it is the Phase (that is the Passage) of the
Lord.
And I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and will kill
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast: and
against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments; I am the
Lord.
And the blood shall be unto you for a sign in the houses where
you shall be; and I shall see the blood, and shall pass over you;
and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I shall
strike the land of Egypt.
And this day shall be for a memorial to you; and you s hall keep it
a feast to the Lord in your generations, with an everlasting
observance.
Seven days shall you eat unleavened bread: in the first day there
shall be no leaven in your houses; whosoever shall eat any thing
leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall
perish out of Israel.
The first day shall be holy and solemn, and the seventh day shall
be kept with the like solemnity: you shall do no work in them,
except those things that belong to eating.
And you shall observe the feast of the unleavened bread: for in
this same day I will bring forth your army out of the land of Egypt,
and you shall keep this day in your generations by a perpetual
observance.
The first month, the fourteenth day of the month, in the evening,
you shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day
of the same month, in the evening.

Seven days there shall not be found any leaven in your houses: he
that shall eat leavened bread, his soul shall perish out of the
assembly of Israel, whether he be a stranger or born in the land.
You shall not eat any thing leavened: in all your habitations you
shall eat unleavened bread.
And Moses called all the ancients of the children of Israel, and
said to them: Go take a lamb by your families, and sacrifice the
Phase.
And dip a bunch of hyssop in the blood that is at the door, and
sprinkle the transom 4 of the door therewith, and both the door
cheeks: let none of you go out of the door of his house till

They are to eat dressed as
pilgrim s, ready for a journey.

This is the first annual Liturgical
celebrati on that Our Lord
institutes with His people.

It was during His observanc e of
the Pasch that Our Saviour used
unleavened bread to confect the
m ost Holy Sacram ent of His
Body, during which feast there
was no leavened bread to be
found in Israel , according to
God’s instruction found here in
Exodus.

This sprinkling the doors of the
Israelites with the blood of the
paschal lam b, in order to their
being deli vered from the sword of
the destroying angel, was a livel y

Transom: a strengthening crossbar, in particular one set above a window or door.
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Christ in Matthew 23:5, “For they
m ake their phylacteri es broad,
and enl arge thei r fringes.” This
devolved into a sem isuperstitious practice, or one
done in a kind of ostentatious
“piet y”
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And when Pharao had sent out the people, the Lord led them not
by the way of the land of the Philistines, which is near; thinking
lest perhaps they would repent, if they should see wars arise
against them, and would return into Egypt.
But he led them about by the way of the desert, which is by the
Red Sea: and the children of Israel went up armed out of the land
of Egypt.
And Moses took Joseph's bones with him: because he had adjured
the children of Israel, saying: God shall visit you, carry out my
bones from hence with you.
And marching from Socoth, they encamped in Etham, in the
utmost coasts of the wilderness.
And the Lord went before them to she w the way, by day in a pillar
of a cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire; that he might be the
guide of their journey at both times.
There never failed the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of
fire by night, before the people.

Moses keeps the prom ise of
Joseph’s brethren; to carry his
bones out of Egypt. (Genesis
50:23)

Exodus Chapter 14
Pharao pursueth the children of Israel. They murmur against Moses, but are encouraged by him, and
pass through the Red Sea. Pharao and his army following them are drowned.

The Egyptian Pharao in his war chariot B y
Un kn o wn a u th o r - T h is i m a g e co m e s f r o m th e Tr a v e le r s in
th e M i d d l e Ea s t A r ch iv e ( TI M EA ) w h e r e i t is a v a i la b le a t th e
f o l lo wi n g Un if o r m R e s o u r ce I d e n t i f ie r : 2 1 5 07. O r ig in a l
s o u r ce : L o r i n g , W . W . "A Co n f e d e r a te So ld ie r i n Eg y p t ".
D o d d , M e a d & C o m p a n y : Ne w Y o r k , 1 8 8 4. p . 1 6 4a . Th is ta g
d o e s n o t in d i ca te t h e co p y r ig h t s t a tu s o f th e a t ta ch e d
wo r k. A n o r m a l co p y r ig h t ta g is s t il l r e q u ir e d . A ll o f
TI M EA ' s co n te n t is l ice n s e d u n d e r a C C - B Y - 2. 5 li ce n s e .
D e p e n d in g o n t h e i r p u b l i ca tio n d a te , s o m e im a g e s m i g h t b e
in th e p u b l ic d o m a in . , C C B Y - SA 2 . 5 ,
h t tp s : / /co m m o n s . w i ki m e d ia . o r g / w / in d e x. p h p ? cu r i d = 11 5 1 0 4

The Israelites crossing the Red Sea P h i li p D e V e r e [ C C B Y - SA 3. 0
( h t tp s : / /c r e a t iv e c o m m o n s . o r g / li c e n s e s /b y - s a / 3. 0) ] , f r o m W i ki m e d ia Co m m o n s
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Sending out hornets before, that shall drive away the Hevite,
and the Chanaanite, and the Hethite, before thou come in.
I will not cast them out from thy face in one year; lest the land
be brought into a wilderness, and the bea sts multiply against
thee.
By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, till
thou be increased, and dost possess the land.
And I will set thy bounds from the Red Sea to the sea of the
Palestines, and from the desert to the river: I will deliver the
inhabitants of the land into your hands, and will drive them out
from before you.

Thou shalt not enter into league with them, nor with their gods.
Let them not dwell in thy land, lest perhaps they make thee sin
against me, if thou serve their gods; which, undoubtedly, will be
a scandal to thee.

Here God explains why He will not
instantly destroy the pagan tribes
currentl y livi ng in what will becom e
the Hol y Land.

T his is the o rigi nal bounda ries of the Hol y
Land. T he Jews e ve nt uall y get t here, a nd
remain i n it unt il, for thei r si ns, t he y a re
conque red b y paga n armies . T he y are
allowed to ret urn a nd re mai n i n it, killi ng
ma ny of the prophets sent to the m, w ho
pleaded with t hem to stop sinni ng and
committi ng idolat ry. Eve ntua ll y t he
Roma ns defi niti vel y co nq uered t he Jews
in 63 B.C. O ur Lo rd Jes us was bo rn soon
after, pre ached, and did awa y wit h t he
Jewish s ymbolic religio n, a nd tol d this to
the st ubborn Jewis h leade rs w ho refused
Him as the Me ssias . In fact, j ust a few
yea rs afte r C hrist t hre atened t he Jews ,
the Ro ma ns put dow n a Je wis h re be llion
in 70 AD a nd co mpletel y destro ye d
Jerusale m a nd its i nhabitants, as Christ
had predicted ( Matt hew 23:35 -36, Luke
19:41-44). Most of t he s urvi vi ng J ews
were re moved fro m Pa lestine, b y T itus
and b y Empe ror Hadria n 7 0 yea rs later.
T he Catholic Churc h e ve nt uall y c onverted
the Ro ma n e mpire, and possessed the
Holy Land – t he hol y places which belong
to Catholics. T his la nd was, how eve r,
unfort unatel y stole n b y the Mosle ms i n
6 3 6 A. D . I t w a s r e a l l y o n l y u n t i l t h e
1900’s that t he Je ws started co mi ng back
to that la nd i n numbe rs, w hic h t he
Mosle ms a nd Cat holics t he re did not, i n
genera l, apprec iate. Event uall y the Jews
forced the c reatio n of t he mode rn “State
of Is rael” in 1948 . T his s upe rcomplicated the situation i n t his
geographical a rea, adding to t he
continual bloodshed to thi s da y o f
Catholics, he retics , Moslems , a nd Jews.

H e re O u r L or d s ho w s u s t h e r e a l
da n ge r o f b ad c om p a ni on s , a n d e v i l
c i t i z e n s . T h e y w i l l c o r ru pt t h e g oo d!
T he r ef or e t he c h os e n pe o pl e of G o d
ar e n ot t o m i x w i t h t hem , es p ec i al l y
t h r ou g h m ar ri a ge s .

Exodus Chapter 24
Moses writeth his law; and after offering sacrifices, sprinkleth the blood of the testament upon the
people: then goeth up the mountain which God covereth with a fiery cloud.
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And he said to Moses: Come up to the Lord, thou, and Aaron,
Nadab and Abiu, and seventy of the ancients of Israel, and you
shall adore afar off.
And Moses alone shall come up to the Lord, but they shall not
come nigh; neither shall the people come up with him.
So Moses came and told the people all the words o f the Lord, and
all the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice:
We will do all the words of the Lord, which he hath spoken.
And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord: and rising in the
morning, he built an altar at the foot of the mou nt, and twelve
titles according to the twelve tribes of Israel.
And he sent young men of the children of Israel, and they offered

Titles... That is, pillars.

Holocausts are whole burnt
offerings, in which the whol e
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The skeleton of the tabernacle. Notice the
great height.
B y P h i li p D e V e r e - O wn wo r k , CC B Y - SA 3. 0 ,
h t tp s : / /co m m o n s . w i ki m e d ia . o r g / w / in d e x. p h p ? c u r i d = 4
4 91 4 9 7 0

With multiple layers of outer coverings
B y P h i li p D e V e r e - O wn wo r k , CC B Y - SA 3. 0 ,
h t tp s : / /c o m m o n s . w i ki m e d ia . o r g / w / in d e x . p h p ? c u r i d = 4
4 91 4 9 7 4

Exodus Chapter 25
Offerings prescribed for making the tabernacle, the ark, the candlestick, etc.
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And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring firstfruits to me: of
every man that offereth of his own accord, you shall take them.
And these are the things you must take: Gold, and s ilver, and
brass,
Violet and purple, and scarlet twice dyed, and fine linen, and
goats' hair,
And rams' skins dyed red, and violet skins, and setim wood:

Firstfruits : offerings of som e of
the best and choicest of thei r
goods.

Lignum setim: Setim wood, also
called acacia. The wood of a tree
that grows in the wilde rness,
which is said to be incorrupt ible.
The wood is light, hard, and
durable, and becom es very dark
black with age. This wood wi ll
also be used in the construction
and furnishing of the T em ple.
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Let the children of Israel keep the sabbath, and celebrate it in
their generations. It is an everlasting covenant.
Between me and the children of Israel, and a perpetual sign. For
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and in the seventh he
ceased from work.
And the Lord, when he had ended these words in Mount Sinai,
gave to Moses two stone tables of testimony, written with the
finger of God.

SECTION 4: The people sin grievously; the second set of detailed
instructions from God
Exodus Chapter 32
The people fall into idolatry. Moses prayeth for them. He breaketh the tables: destroyeth the idol:
blameth Aaron, and causeth many of the idolaters to be slain.
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And the people seeing that Moses delayed to come down from
the mount, gathering together against Aaron, said: Arise, make us
gods, that may go before us: For as to this Moses, the man that
brought us out of the land of Egypt, we know n ot what has
befallen him.
And Aaron said to them: Take the golden earrings from the ears of
your wives, and your sons and daughters, and bring them to me.
And the people did what he had commanded, bringing the
earrings to Aaron.
And when he had received them, he fashioned them by founders'
work, and made of them a molten calf. And they said: These are
thy gods, O Israel, that have brought the e out of the land of
Egypt.
And when Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and made
proclamation by a crier's voice, saying To morrow is the solemnity
of the Lord.
And rising in the morning, they offered holocausts, and peace
victims, and the people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose
up to play.
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Go, get thee down: thy
people, which thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt, hath
sinned.
They have quickly strayed from the way which thou didst shew
them: and they have made to themselves a molten calf, and have
adored it, and sacrificing victims to it, have said: These are thy
gods, O Israel, that have brought thee out of the land of Egypt.
And again the Lord said to Moses: I see that this people is
stiffnecked:

Aaron gi ves into the Israelites’
idolatrous dem and s, breaking the
first and prim ary comm andment
not long after it was given to
them .

You can be sure they were not
playi ng hi de and seek; they were
sinning by drunkenness and
extrem e im purities.
Notice Our Lord says “thy”, not
“m y”. W hy?
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32:10

Let me alone, that my wrath may be kindled against them, a nd
that I may destroy them, and I will make of thee a great nation.

32:11

But Moses besought the Lord his God, saying: Why, O Lord, is thy
indignation enkindled against thy people, whom thou hast
brought out of the land of Egypt, with great power, and with a
mighty hand?
Let not the Egyptians say, I beseech thee: He craftily brought
them out, that he might kill them in the mountains, and destroy
them from the earth: let thy anger cease, and be appeased upon
the wickedness of thy people.
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom
thou sworest by thy own self, saying: I will multiply your seed as
the stars of heaven: and this whole land that I have spoken of, I
will give to your seed, and you shall possess it for ever:
And the Lord was appeased from doing the evil which he had
spoken against his people.
And Moses returned from the mount, carrying the two tables of
the testimony in his hand, written on both sides,
And made by the work of God; the writing also of God was graven
in the tables.
And Josue hearing the noise of the people shouting, said to
Moses: The noise of battle is heard in the camp.
But he answered: It is not the cry of men encouraging to fight,
nor the shout of men compelling to flee: but I hear t he voice of
singers.
And when he came nigh to the camp, he saw the calf, and the
dances: and being very angry, he threw the tables out of his hand,
and broke them at the foot of the mount:
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And laying hold of the calf which they had made, he burnt it, and
beat it to powder, which he strewed into water, and gave thereof
to the children of Israel to drink.
And he said to Aaron: What has this people done to thee, that
thou shouldst bring upon them a mos t heinous sin?
And he answered him: Let not my lord be offended; for thou
knowest this people, that they are prone to evil.
They said to me: make us gods, that may go before us; for as to
this Moses, who brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, we
know not what is befallen him.
And I said to them: Which of you hath any gold? and they took
and brought it to me; and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came
out.
And when Moses saw that the people were naked, (for Aaron had

Take careful note of verses 10 13. This is one of the first of
countless tim es in the Old
Testam ent that good m en wi ll
save the enti re nation of Israel
from destruction.
How m any different ‘argum ents ’
does Moses use to appease God?

Moses is never adm onished for
this action of passion, becau se
his anger and disdain for such
deplorable sins was just. Having
carried down the law which God
condescended to give His people,
and carve in stone Him self,
Moses is overwhelm ed by the
sins of the people and break s the
tablets.

“Naked”, of their gold and their
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The Holy of Holies of the Jewish tabernacle (the three pillars have been
“cut away” and the curtains “raised”). How many major items are in it?

The Holy of Holies of a Catholic Church. What is
in its tabernacle which makes this place infinitely
holier than the merely symbolic Jewish
tabernacle? Roydosan at English Wikipedia [Public
domain], via Wikimedia Commons
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